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Program Description
Join our distinguished faculty as they discuss current developments, including:

• Discovery in major aviation disasters

• UAS/Drones

• Cybersecurity in aviation cases

• Insurance and In-house counsel—Insights from the decision makers

• Pilot mental health—what can be done?

• Helicopter update—a conversation with OEM GCs

Early Bird Rate
Advance Rate 

April 12, 2017
Standard Rate 
May 11, 2017

General Public $650 $730 $750

ABA Members $560 $635 $690

Section of Litigation Members $495 $550 $610

Government Lawyers $380 $420 $465

The ABA reserves the right to correct all typographical errors. Fees do not include travel or lodging.

Bronze Sponsors: 
   Condon+Forsyth LLP
   Speiser Krause



Faculty

Planning Committee Faculty subject to change without notice.

Brian J. Alexander 
Partner 
Kreindler & Kreindler LLP
New York, New York

Jennifer Ambrose 
Attorney-Advisor 
Team Lead
UAS Regulatory Policy and 
Outreach, Office of the 
General Counsel, FAA
Washington, DC

William Black 
General Counsel
MD Helicopters
Mesa, AZ

Michael A. Bordera, USAF 
Chief, Aviation and Admiralty 
Law Branch
Claims and Tort Litigation 
Division 
Air Force Legal Operations 
Agency (AFLOA/JACC)
Joint Base Andrews, Maryland

Noreen Brogan, Esq. 
Vice President – Airline Claim 
Manager
AIG Aerospace Insurance 
Services, Inc.
Atlanta, GA

Scott A. Brooksby	
Co-Chair 
Partner
Olson Brooksby PC
Portland, Oregon

Armando Carlo III 
Director, Insurance Litigation 
& Claims
The Boeing Company
Chicago, Illinois

Christopher R. Christensen 
Partner
Condon & Forsyth
New York, New York

Keynote Speaker

Kathy M. Flanagan 
Supervising Judge
Circuit Court of		
Cook County

Patrick Keating 
Partner
O’Hagan Spencer LLC
Chicago, IL

Allison R. Kendrick 
Principal Senior Counsel
The Boeing Company
Renton, WA

Phil Kibler 
Head of Cyber Risk Consulting
AIG
Indianapolis, Indiana

Michael S. Krzak 
Partner
Clifford Law Offices
Chicago, Illinois

Douglas A. Latto 
Partner
Speiser Krause
New York, New York

Kevin M. Lenehan 
Senior Counsel-Litigation
Sikorsky (A Lockheed Martin 
Company)
Stratford, Connecticut

Herman (Woody) Loepp 
Assistant Vice President, 
UAS Claims Manager
Global Aerospace Inc.
Overland Park, KS

Ricardo Martinez-Cid 
Partner
Podhurst Orseck
Miami, FL

Douglas McQueen 
Of Counsel
Lewis Brisbois
Newark, NJ

Daniel Ridlon 
Counsel
Perkins Coie LLP
Seattle, WA

James Rodriguez 
Senior Counsel
Holland & Knight LLP
Washington, DC

Captain Charles Curreri 
Senior Manager, Project 
Wingman
American Airlines
Fort Worth, Texas

Jonathan E. DeMay 
Partner
Condon & Forsyth, LLP
New York, New York

Diego Ferrer 
Managing Deputy 
Commissioner, IT & 
Communications
Chicago Department of 
Aviation
Chicago, Illinois

Lauren Lacey Haertlein 
Director, Safety & Regulatory 
Affairs 
General Aviation 
Manufacturers’ Association
Washington, DC

Jeremy I. Hager 
SVP and National Claims 
Manager
Marsh Aviation and Aerospace
New York, New York

Mike Henning 
Assistant General Counsel
United Airlines
Houston, Texas

Christopher S. Hickey 
Partner
Fitzpatrick & Hunt, Pagano, 
Aubert, LLP
Los Angeles, California

Mary Rose Hughes 
Partner
Perkins Coie
Washington, DC

James W. Hunt 
Partner
Fitzpatrick & Hunt, Pagano, 
Aubert LLP
Los Angeles, California

Kevin Kalinich 
Global Practice Leader, Global 
Cyber Insurance Solutions
AON Risk Solutions
Chicago, Illinois
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Planning Committee Faculty subject to change without notice.

Jeremy L. Ross 
Assistant General Counsel 
Alaska Airlines
Seattle, Washington

Anne Marie Rybka 
Assistant Vice President 
Claims Attorney
Global Aerospace
Parsippany, New Jersey

John G. Sams 
Deputy General Counsel 
Litigation
Bell Helicopter Textron Inc.
Fort Worth, Texas

Michael B. Slade 
Partner
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Chicago, Illinois

Timothy S. Tomasik 	
Co-Chair 
Founding Member
Tomasik Kotin Kasserman LLC
Chicago, IL

Robert Torricella 
Partner
Torricella Law, PLLC
Coral Gables, Florida

Thomas J. Vargo 
Vice President-Senior Claims 
Specialist
XL Catlin
New York, New York

Marcin Weryk 
VP, Underwriting Manager 
Cyber & Technology
XL Catlin
New York, New York

Keith Williams 
Partner
Lanom & Williams
Lebanon, Tennessee



Agenda

Thursday, June 8, 2017

8:00 a.m. Registration

8:25 a.m. Opening Remarks
Scott Brooksby, Christopher R. Christensen, Timothy S. Tomasik

8:30 a.m. Helicopters:  Insights from Manufacturer GCs
Moderator: James W. Hunt

Speakers: Lauren Lacey Haertlein, Kevin M. Lenehan, John G. Sams

The FAA has approved new certification regulations for fixed wing aircraft (FAR Part 
23), which offer many advantages. Attention is now focused on a similar modification 
of helicopter regulations (FAR Parts 27 and 29). The panel’s discussion will focus on the 
status and significance of these changes.

9:30 a.m. Discovery in Major Aviation Disasters
Moderator: Keith Williams 
Speakers: Michael S. Krzak, Douglas A. Latto, Ricardo Martinez-Cid, Michael B. Slade, 
Patrick Keating

The panel will discuss a potpourri of discovery issues in aviation cases and their 
practical implications.  Topics will include:
•	 Where in the world should this case be pending?  Jurisdictional discovery; Montreal 

Convention discovery and forum non conveniens discovery in foreign crash cases
•	 Seeing is believing, hearing is revealing:  Discovery of CVR/DFDR – why Plaintiffs 

want it; why the defense doesn’t want it to be disclosed; and what the procedure is 
to get it and use it

•	 Whose plane is it anyway?  Apparent agency discovery in cases relating to regional 
air carriers and parent corporations; plaintiff and defense approaches to this issue

•	 Be careful what you post, they just might get it—Discovery issues relating to 
Facebook, Twitter, and other social media

•	 Should Aviation Safety Action Program Reports (“ASAP”), Flight Operations Quality 
Assurance (“FOQA”) and Line Operations Safety Assessment (“LOSA”) reports be 
discoverable in civil litigation?

10:30 a.m. Break

10:40 a.m. Insights from the Decision Makers
Moderator: Scott Brooksby

Speakers: Armando Carlo III, Noreen Brogan, Esq., William Black, Jeremy I. Hager, 
Mike Henning, Jeremy L. Ross, Anne Marie Rybka, Thomas J. Vargo

Dramatic changes in technology, rising demand from an increasingly diverse flying 
public, cultural and procedural shifts in aviation accident investigation, and the new 
federal discovery proportionality rule, to name a few, are all contributing to changes in 
aviation litigation.  However, none of those changes diminished the importance of the 
process by which outside counsel are chosen and the relationship between outside 
counsel and in-house counsel and insurers is developed.  One of the most important 
routes to a successful outcome in any aviation case is the ability of outside counsel 
to develop collaborative relationships with in-house counsel and insurers who are 
the ultimate decision makers.  Our impressive panel of in-house counsel and insurers 
will share their insights on outside counsel selection and relationship building. Our 
corporate counsel panelists will share insights on the business implications of litigation 
and how outside counsel should take those into consideration.  Our insurance counsel 
will also provide insights on their expectations for working with insureds, often in 
stressful situations, and the insurer’s expectations for developing productive dual 
relationships. 

12:10 p.m. Lunch

Agenda subject to change without notice.
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12:30 p.m. Keynote Speaker: Navigating Complex Case Management, 
Discovery, and Motions in the Circuit Court of Cook County

Kathy M. Flanagan, Supervising Judge, Circuit Court of Cook County

1:00 p.m. Unmanned Aircraft Systems (Better Known as Drones): The 
Challenges and Opportunities from Various Perspectives—
Industry, Regulatory and Legal, and Insurance

Moderator:  Mary Rose Hughes

Speakers: Jennifer Ambrose, Allison R. Kendrick, Daniel Ridlon, Herman (Woody) 
Loepp

Perhaps no area of the aviation regulatory regime has changed as rapidly as those 
affecting drones.  This panel will take a look at the current regulatory and legal 
environment and discuss what they see on the horizon.

2:00 p.m. Flight Crew Mental Health Issues Including Pilot Depression and 
Suicide: What Can Be Done?

Moderator: Brian J. Alexander

Speakers: Scott A. Brooksby, Charles S. Curreri, Douglas McQueen

Mental health problems are pervasive in today’s world.  According to the CDC, suicide 
is the tenth leading cause of death and claims over 43,000 lives.  Pilot mental fitness 
is a critical aspect of aviation safety.  As Jet Blue Founder and former CEO David 
Neeleman suggested, “Nobody ever thought about having to protect the passengers 
from the pilots.”  In the wake of the tragic circumstances surrounding Germanwings 
9525 and MH370, the FAA chartered the Pilot Mental Fitness Aviation Rulemaking 
Committee, which released its report in November 2015. But mental health issues are 
complex, and no system of detection, voluntary or outside reporting is perfect. This 
panel will examine the circumstances in Germanwings 9525 and other notable incidents 
suggesting an uptick in pilot mental fitness-related incidents in the last two decades.  
The panel will also explore the issues surrounding the current system of pilot mental 
health from the perspectives of the flying public, the airlines, the regulators, and pilots.

3:00 p.m. Break

3:10 p.m. Cyber Risk: What You Need to Know to Mitigate the Risk of a 
Network Breach in a Rapidly Evolving Threat Environment  

Moderator: Jonathan E. DeMay

Speakers: Diego Ferrer, Kevin Kalinich, Philip Kibler, Marcin Weryk

Aviation entities increasingly collect and process staggering amounts of data to 
improve the customer experience and sales, and to increase operational efficiencies 
and safety.  This panel will provide an overview of cyber-related issues impacting 
airlines, aircraft and engine manufacturers, and their insurers with a focus on identifying 
cyber risk, employing best practices to mitigate cyber risk, reducing the exposure 
arising from a cyber-breach, and insuring against such risk in a rapidly evolving threat 
environment.

Agenda subject to change without notice.
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4:10 p.m. Parallel Investigations by Civil, Military and Criminal Authorities 
in the U.S. and Abroad

Moderator:  Christopher S. Hickey

Speakers: Michael A. Bordera, James Rodriguez, Robert Torricella

The panel will address the authorities under which U.S. military and civil aircraft 
accident investigations occur and comparable legal regimes in foreign countries. 
Panel members will discuss and compare the levels of coordination between military 
and civil authorities—domestically and internationally—in situations that may lead to 
parallel military, civil and criminal investigations. Finally, the panel will address practical 
implications for litigators seeking information, and provide lessons from the F16/Cessna 
mid-air collision in Moncks Corner, South Carolina, and the mid-air collision between the 
Gol Airlines 737 aircraft and ExcelAire Legacy jet in the Amazon region of Brazil.

5:10 p.m. Closing Remarks

5:15 p.m. Adjourn

Join us for a cocktail reception immediately following 
the program at the River Room in the Wyndham.

Agenda subject to change without notice.
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Step 1:  Registration Rates

Register

 q	I qualify for…. 
	 Section Membership
 	 q ABA Section of Litigation Enrollment - $60

Step 3:  Course Materials

Step 2:  Section Membership

Early Bird Rate
Advance Rate 

April 12, 2017
Standard Rate 
May 11, 2017

General Public $650 $730 $750

ABA Members $560 $635 $690

Section of Litigation Members $495 $550 $610

Government Lawyers $380 $420 $465

The ABA reserves the right to correct all typographical errors. Fees do not include travel or lodging.

Electronic course materials will be provided via download at least 48 hours prior to the start of the Institute. 
Printed course materials are available on-site for an additional $50 fee.  

 q	Please provide printed course materials on-site for $50. Enter your $50 fee on line 5C.

* If you cannot attend, but would like to order the Course Materials, please visit us at www.ShopABA.org/avia-
tion2017 or call (800) 285-2221 for pricing and availability. Course materials will be shipped after the event.

Name

Law Firm/Organization

Address Suite/Apt.

Telephone

Email ABA Member ID

City State Zip Code

The ABA and many of its entities provide content through email. We do not share email addresses with anyone outside the ABA.

Step 4:  Your Information



q ABA Credit Card from Bank of America	          q Visa®/MasterCard 

q Check Payable to American Bar Association	          q American Express

Name As It Appears on Card

Account Number

Signature

Expiration Date

The American Bar Association
Event Registration Unit
321 N Clark St, Fl 16
Chicago, IL 60654-7598

Visit www.ShopABA.org/ 
aviation2017

Call (800) 285-2221

Fax this form to (312) 988-5850

Complete and mail 
this form to:

Register (Cont’d.)

!

Step 6:  Payment Information

Step 7:  4 Easy Ways to Register

Registration Rate (from Step 1)	 5A	 $ _________________

Three or More People Registering (from Step 1)	 5B	 $ _________________

Save when you register one or more attorney for this National Institute. 
3-5 attendees – save 5% 
6-10 attendees – save 10% 
10+ attendees – contact the ABA Center for Professional Development

To register your group of 3 to 10 and receive the discount, please call 
the ABA Service Center at 800-285-2221. Not applicable to government rates.

ABA Section of Litigation Enrollment - $60

Printed Course Materials - $50 (from Step 3)	 5C	 $ _________________

	  Total	 $ _________________

–

 
 

+

+

Step 5:  Total Amount Due



!

MCLE
The ABA directly applies for and ordinarily receives CLE credit for ABA programs in AK, AL, AR, AZ, CA, CO, DE, 
GA, GU, HI, IA, IL, IN, KS, KY, LA, MN, MS, MO, MT, NH, NM, NV, NY, NC, ND, OH, OK, OR, PA, PR, SC, TN, TX, UT, VT, 
VA, VI, WA, WI, and WV. These states sometimes do not approve a program for credit before the program occurs. 
This course is expected to qualify for 7.5 CLE credit hours in 60-minute states and 9.0 credit hours in 50-minute-
hour states. This transitional program is approved for both newly admitted and experienced attorneys in NY. 
Attorneys may be eligible to receive CLE credit through reciprocity or attorney self-submission in other states. 
For more information about CLE accreditation in your state, visit http://www.americanbar.org/cle/mandatory_cle.
html

Scholarships
For more information on scholarships, visit www.americanbar.org/groups/cle/scholarship.

Attire
Business casual attire is appropriate for all activities.

Cancellations
Cancellations received five business days or more before the program will receive a full refund, less a $50 
cancellation fee. No refunds will be provided for cancellations after that date; however, substitute registrants are 
welcome at any time. To cancel your registration or substitute another individual, please call the ABA at (800) 285-
2221 or fax your request to (312) 988-5850. Registrants who do not cancel within the allotted time period and who 
do not attend the program will receive a copy of the program course materials after program completion.

Services for Persons with Disabilities
If special arrangements are required, please contact Donna Williams at (312) 988-6210 or 
Donna.Williams@americanbar.org. Reasonable advance notice is requested.

In-Person Registration
If you plan to register in person, please call the ABA at least 24 hours in advance to confirm that the program is 
being held as scheduled and that space is available. Cash payments will not be accepted.

Program Confirmation
Written confirmation of your registration will be sent to you upon receipt. If you do not receive the confirmation 
notice prior to the program, please call the ABA at (800) 285-2221 at least 24 hours in advance to confirm that 
your registration was received and that the program is being held as scheduled.

Hotel Information
Wyndham Grand Chicago Riverfront
71 East Wacker Drive 
Chicago, IL 60601

Make your reservation by calling the Wyndham directly at (312) 462-7060 or (800) 996-3426 or online. Refer to 
the ABA National Institute on Aviation Litigation 2017.

Group Rate: $275/night + tax. 
Includes complimentary WiFi in guest rooms and access to the fitness center.

Hotel Deadline: Wednesday May 17, 2017 

ABA Negotiated Airfare Discounts—Available Online! 
With ABA Egencia*, you can automatically obtain ABA negotiated airfare discounts for travel to the ABA 
Meetings. ABA Egencia enables you to purchase the best airfare at the time of booking, by providing you with the 
ability to search for and compare fares from virtually every airline serving the destination.

Reservations with ABA Egencia can be made online or offline. For offline reservations, call (877) 833-6285. ABA 
Egencia is available online via ABA Travel Services*. ABA airfare discounts on some carriers may also be obtained 
by purchasing your tickets under the ABA Discount Codes directly from the airline or through your travel agent.  

American Airlines ABA Discount only available at ABA Orbitz for Business 

United Airlines 800-426-1122 Agreement Code: 374477 / ZVWE 

Discount available at www.united.com Online Discount Code: ZVWE374477

Delta Airlines 800-328-1111 ABA File Meeting Code Domestic: NMN7K 

Discount available at www.delta.com Online Meeting Event Code: NMN7K

SWABIZ.com Code: 99422890 

Southwest Airlines 

Egencia *A Travel Profile is required when booking airline reservations with ABA Egencia, click for more 
information.

Standing Committee on Continuing Legal Education
Under the guidance of the Standing Committee on Continuing Legal Education, the Center for Professional 
Development administers and produces National Institutes, webinars, and other technology-based products and 
written course materials to assist lawyers’ professional development efforts.


