In 2007, Mr. Kotin helped secure a $9.5 million verdict for the estate of Keith Magnuson, a former Chicago
Blackhawk and passenger in a fatal car crash in Canada. In a novel approach, Mr. Kotin relied on Canadian law
that held National Car Rental (Canada) Ltd. liable but tried the case in St. Louis, residence of driver Robert
Ramage and where courtimposed limits on damages did not apply.
Two years later, he and Mr. Demetrio got a $29.5 million verdict for the victim of a Metra train derailment. But Mr.
Kotin's biggest recent payday—$5.1 million last year for the estate of a man killed by a Megabus—involved a
settlement.
Mr. Kotin thinks the decline of courtroom work, with its rigors, has further restricted opportunities for younger
lawyers by extending courtroom careers of more established personal injury attorneys.
“A generation ago, they would have been gone,” Mr. Kotin says. Despite his bluster, Mr. Corboy stepped away from
trials long before he retired, Mr. Kotin says.
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Meet the new Corboys
Personal injury law is a more grueling game than ever before.
This reality has toughened up the industry's rising stars.
Here are their stories.
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What do you think?
NOTE: Crain's Chicago Business has changed commenting platforms. Readers may continue to post
comments if logged in using their existing ChicagoBusiness.com credentials. But now, readers may also log in
using their social media credentials and elect to share their ChicagoBusiness.com comments with friends on
their designated social media pages.
The commenter section of Crain's Chicago Business is an opportunity for our readers to start a dialog on our content. While we
don't require you to use your real name, we do ask that you participate as though you were – that is, keep the conversation
civil, stay on topic, avoid profanity, vulgarity and personal attacks, and please don't post commercial or selfpromotional
material. We will remove comments that violate these standards.
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